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12.  ACCOUNTS OF JOHAM DE AVELLAR. 18 FEBRUARY I4981.
We now command an account to be taken from Joham de
Avellar, knight of our household, of everything which he re-
ceived of the eighths of certain caravels of Frollemtis [Floren-
tines]2, which were equipped for the rivers of Guin6, being the
trade of the Casa de Guin^ in Lagos; and also of the cloths of
Londres [London] which he received from Duarte Branda,
through the contract of Mallagueta3, which he had made with
my lord the king (may God keep him); and also of what he
received and spent on the tapestries of Nuno Alvarez Correa,
who was lost in the Foz de Silves4, and from Diogo de Azam-
buja, who went to build the castle of the city of Sam Jorge da
Mina; and also an account of other goods with which he was
entrusted by the late king in this city of Lixboa.... Given in
Lixboa, on 18 February 1498. Fernam de Espanha made this.
13.  GRANT OF RIGHTS OF TRADE TO THE ISLANDERS OF SXo
THOM! 26 MARCH 15005.
Dom Manuel [etc.]. To all to whom this letter shall come, we
make known that we have made a grant to Fernam de Mello6, a
nobleman of our household, of the captaincy of the island of
Samtome in the parts of Guinee for him and his successors, as
is contained in the said letter; and he now tells us that, since the
said island is so remote from these our kingdoms, people are
unwilling to go there to live, unless they have very great
privileges and franchises; and we, observing the expenditure we
1 'Cartas de quitacao,' no. 347. Translated
2 The famous Florentine merchant, Bartholomew Marchione, probably
had a share in the cargoes brought back on these ships, for, as shown else-
where, he was one of the contractors in the Guinea trade.
3 Duarte Brandao was probably selling malagueta pepper in London,
through Antwerp, and buying London cloth in return for barter on the
Malagueta coast.
4 Silves, on the Algarve coast.
s Torre do Tombo, livro das ilhas, f. 81. Translated. Printed for the first
time.
6 Fernao de Mello was appointed to the captaincy on 11 December 1499,
and it remained in the hands of his family until 1522. See Enscdos, bk. n, pt. 2,
pp. 6-8.